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Dear ________________________


[bookmark: _GoBack]I am participating in the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Bike MS: City to Shore Ride to help fund critical research needed to end MS and to support the vital services this organization provides. The Society’s Greater Delaware Valley Chapter provides the resources that 14,000 local people living with MS need to remain independent, including employment counseling, health insurance advocacy, physical therapy and emergency financial assistance. The Society also invests more money in MS research than any other volunteer-driven health organization in the world. 

MS is a disease of the central nervous system that usually strikes adults in the prime of their lives as they are starting their careers and raising families. MS is an expensive disease; with out-of-pocket medical costs amounting to as much as $2 million over a lifetime, many families struggle to make ends meet in the best of times.  

Scientists are continuing to expand their understanding of multiple sclerosis, and that is leading to exciting treatment news – including the approval of the third oral treatment for MS, Tecfidera. While this is a great victory for people with relapsing forms of MS, there’s still much work to be done for people with progressive forms of the disease. Currently, there are no medications approved for progressive MS, an advanced form of the disease for which there are no periods of remission. 

How you can help

I have set a personal goal of $_________. Please join me in my efforts by making a tax-deductible donation to the Society. You can also check with your employer to see if they offer a matching gifts program.

•	Donate to my fundraising campaign online at MScycling.org. To credit my fundraising account, click on the “Donate” button, then type my name in the fields provided

•	Or make your check payable to the National MS Society and mail back to me or directly to the National MS Society Greater Delaware Valley Chapter

Every dollar you donate helps make a real difference in the lives of the 14,000 local people living with MS. 

Sincerely,
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